
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 9, 2025 

7:00 p.m. 
ROYALTON CITY CENTER 

 
Call to order/Attendance 
On roll call members present were: Weiss-Pesta, Sowada, Lanners, Cimenski and Verley. 
 
People present: Jeff Hage, Morrison County Record; Tom Kalis, Public Works Supervisor; Tim Majaski, Planning and 
Zoning; Ted Vanhove, Fire Chief; Jason McDonald, Police Chief; Ellie Holm, Royalton School Board; Larry Prow, Platte 
House Grill; Lee Obermiller, Planning and Zoning; Susan Dege, JDA; Kaysie Worm, AFSCME; Wayne Lepard, Royalton 
School Superintendent; Leah Walberg, City Clerk. 
 
Public Forum 
None 
 
Minutes 
Lanners moved to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting on August 5, 2025, Special meetings on August 
13 and August 26, 2025, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Larry Prow, Platte House Grill 
A letter was sent to Platte House Grill owner Larry Prow, advising him that his 2025-2026 Liquor License renewal was not 
approved by Police Chief Jason McDonald.  The letter indicated that if the owner satisfactorily completed four tasks then the 
application would be approved for the next season.  Mr. Prow informed the council that the establishment was shut down as 
of September 1, 2025. He is requesting that the establishment get reopened.  At the August 5, 2025 council meeting the 
motion was “Verley moved to approve the renewal of the 2025-2026 Liquor Licenses contingent on positive review from 
Police Chief McDonald, 2nd by Lanners.”  No action was taken.  
 
Dr. Tessia Melvin, David Drown and Associates Presentation 
A PowerPoint presentation was reviewed by all those in attendance.  The content consisted of information compiled by 
conversations with councilmembers and surveys from employees.  After the presentation and conversation, Sowada moved 
to begin the hiring process of a city administrator and set up a meeting between current administration staff and union 
representation, 2nd by Weiss-Pesta.  Put to a poll vote with Weiss-Pesta, Sowada, Lanners and Cimenski voting aye and 
Verley voting nay, motion carried.  
 
Planning and Zoning 
Tim Majaski, Planning and Zoning Chairperson, informed the council that they are still looking over the current Gambling 
Ordinance #46.  Susan Dege, JDA, suggested some language changes and will look into the exemptions for medical 
benefits held in city limits.  No action taken.  Tabled to October 7, 2025 meeting.  
 
Safety Resource Officer (SRO)  
Police Chief Jason McDonald explained to the council that he had been talking with the Royalton School District about hiring 
a full time police officer to work at the Royalton schools during the school year and then in turn will work for the city during 
the time when the school is closed.  The school is interested in working together to share in the expenses of an Safety 
Resource Officer (SRO).  McDonald also explained that the first year could be costly due to uniform expenses and an 
additional squad car would be needed for the transportation back and forth between the schools.  Wayne Lepard, 
Superintendent, introduced himself to the council and explained the importance and the rolls of an SRO. Ellie Holm, School 
Board Member informed the council that the school does have some money on stand by that could be used to help with the 
expense.  No action taken. 
 



 

 

Philip Martin, Bolton-Menk 
Engineer Philip Martin, Bolton-Menk, via email updated the council on a few items.  
 

Department Reports  

Police Department-General report submitted. 
 
Fire & Rescue—General Report submitted. 
Fire Chief Ted Vanhove asked the council for permission to have two social media pages (Facebook).  One would be for the 
Fire Department and another would be for the Police Department.  Sowada moved to approve having two new Facebook 
pages for the Royalton Fire/Rescue Department and Royalton Police Department, 2nd by Lanners.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Fire Chief Vanhove asked the council for an increase in pay for the fire personnel starting in 2026 and an increase in officer 
pay.  Lanners moved to increase the call out pay from $12.50 an hour to $15.00 an hour starting in 2026, 2nd by Weiss-
Pesta.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Verley moved to approve the new pay for the officers as presented for 2026, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  
  
Public Works—General report submitted. 
Public Works Supervisor Tom Kalis informed the council that due to some personal issues, Guy Efraimson will not be able 
to complete reports for the Department of Health for a short period of time.  Joseph Sobania, the city’s backup submitter is 
willing to step in for that short period of time at a pay of $300.00 a month per utility until Efraimson returns.  Verley moved to 
approve the pay of $300.00 a month per utility for Sobania, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried.  
 
City Office-General report submitted.   
 
Animal Permits 
Two animal permits were submitted for review. Some discussion was had about the application for Bees.  More information 
will need to be provided to allow for bees in city limits as it currently stands.  Verley moved to approve the animal permit for 
chickens with no roosters and denies the bee permit, 2nd by Lanners. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  
 
Resolution 9-9-25-3, Sourcewell Impact Grant 
Verley moved to adopt Resolution 9-9-25-3, Sourcewell Impact Grant for $50,000.00 for a new squad car, 2nd by Sowada.  

Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

 

Emergency Response Plan 
Presented the updated 2025 Emergency Response Plan that was reviewed by Emergency officers.  Lanners moved to 
approve the Emergency Response Plan, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Resolution 9-9-25-1 Proposed Levy 
Lanners moved to adopt Resolution 9-9-25-1, a Resolution adopting the proposed 2026 Tax Levy of $534,156.00, 2nd by 

Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   

 

 



 

 

 
Resolution 9-9-25-2 2026 Proposed Budget 
The Council reviewed the budget with some changes to the police budget which included an increase in wages due to the 

SRO and the benefits this person will entail.  There were also some changes to the wages for the Fire Department as well. 

Some discussion about an increase in general taxes was had and how much was figured in. Lanners moved to adopt 

Resolution 9-9-25-2, a resolution adopting the proposed 2026 budget with Revenues of $1,961,402.35 and Expenses of 

$2,154,479.34, 2nd by Lanners.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   

 
2025 Truth in Taxation Meeting  
Verley moved to hold the Truth in Taxation meeting for the 2026 proposed budget and tax levy on December 2, 2025 at 7:15 

p.m. at the Regular City Council meeting, 2nd by Weiss-Pesta. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

 
LELS (Law Enforcement Labor Service) Contract 
An updated LELS contract was presented to the council for review and approval.  The compensatory time language was 
removed however the council would like to see a change in work weeks from overtime after 40 hours in a single week to 80 
hours in two week period.  Councilmember Sowada will be connecting with the LELS representative for further discussion. 
Tabled until October 7, 2025 meeting.  
 
Antique Building  
A letter was issued to Antique Building owner, Dean Dumont, to have his building brought up to the Building Maintenance 
Ordinance standards.  His time frame was 30 days which ended on September 8, 2025.  Discussions with Mr. Dumont 
suggested that due to some financial struggles, will not be able to do everything on the list but would like to have specifics 
given to him, such as rotten window sills.  No further action was taken. 
 
Personnel Policy-Compensatory time 
Verley moved to no longer offer compensatory (comp) time to the personnel, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all member 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Fiber Optic Services 
No action was taken. Tabled to October 7, 2025 meeting.   
 
Splash Park Shelter Tables 
No action taken. 

 

Hwy 10 Stop Light Painting 

After an auto accident this year which caused minor damage to the Stop Light, a new used pole will be installed.  The painting 

company is scheduled to paint this fall, but due to this incident the time frame may be pushed off.  The paint company will be 

contacted to ask for the project to be pushed off until spring of 2026. 

 

BIlls 

Verley moved to pay all bills for voucher numbers’ 40450-40495 in the total amount of $88,583.03, 2nd by Lanners.  Put to a 

vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

 

Added Agenda Items 

none 

 



 

 

Larry Prow, Platte House Grill 

Larry Prow, owner of Platte House Grill, again approached the council about the denial of the 2025-2026 Liquor License.  He 

indicated that he has been in touch with this attorney and he has rights. No action was taken. 

 

Adjournment 

Lanners moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:05pm p.m., 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

          

 

                                                                                                                                                     Leah Walberg 

City Clerk/Treasurer  Leah Walberg 

  


