
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
JANUARY 7, 2025 

7:00 P.M.  
ROYALTON CITY CENTER 

 
Call to Order/Attendance 
Mayor Weiss-Pesta called the Regular City Council meeting to order.  The pledge of allegiance was said.  
 
People present; Tom Kalis, Public Works Supervisor; Fire Chief Ted Vanhove; Police Chief Jason McDonald; Tim Majaski, Planning and 
Zoning; Sheila McCoy, Morrison County Record; Lucia Leber, Deputy Clerk; and Leah Walberg, City Clerk. 
 
City Clerk, Leah Walberg swore in newly elected council members, Ron Verley and Anthony Cimenski.  
 
On roll call members present were: Weiss-Pesta, Sowada, Verley, and Cimenski.  Absent Lanners.  
 
Minutes  
Sowada moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on December 3, 2024, 2nd by Verley. Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Forum 
None  
 
Department Reports 
Police Department – General report submitted.   
Police Chief McDonald discussed at previous meetings that the 2020 Chevy Tahoe would need to be replaced. It was discussed that 
any unused money in the police department general fund would potentially get transferred over to the squad car designated fund.  
Verley moved to approve the transfer of $36,197.00 from the police department general fund to the police department designated fund, 
2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Police Chief McDonald informed the council that he has spoken with someone who is interested in joining the Royalton Police 
Department on a part time basis only.  Interviews will be set up at a later date.  
 
Fire & Rescue – General report submitted.   

Verley moved to approve the 2025 Fire Department officers as follows:  
Captains:    Eric Olson and Steve Bishop 
Secretary:    Bryan Nelson 
Safety Officer:    Gene Epsky 
EMR Training Officer:   Kristina Vanhove 

 
2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Fire Department training is scheduled for multiple cities this year ranging from $600.00 to $900.00.  Sowada moved to 
approve up to nine (9) fire personnel up to $900.00 to attend training, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Public Works – General report submitted. 

 
City Office – General report submitted.   

Verley moved to approve the petty cash financial report for the 2024 4th quarter, as presented, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 



 

 

Phil Martin Bolton-Menk 
Phil Martin, Bolton-Menk was not present at the meeting.  An update on the current city projects was presented.  The water-
tower logo and who (antenna) is on the tower will need to be discussed as well as funding from the state.  Phil is waiting on 
information about water hookups from the new Holiday Station-stores project.   
 
Electronic Fund Transfers for 2025 – Resolution 1-7-25-1 
Verley moved to adopt Resolution 1-7-25-1, a resolution allowing transfer of electronic funds for 2025, 2nd by Schott. Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Handwritten & Computer-Generated Checks for 2025 - Resolution 1-7-25-2 
Sowada moved to adopt Resolution 1-7-25-2, a resolution allowing handwritten and computer-generated checks for 2025, 2nd 
by Verley. Put to a vote with all members voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Pickleball/Legion Agreement 
After some brief discussion on the terms of the Pickleball agreement, Sowada moved to approve the agreement with the 
Osmer J. Leigh, Post 137 and the Royalton Lion’s Club concerning the Pickleball court, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with 
all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
David Drown and Associates, Pay Equity Report 
After reviewing the proposal presented, Verley moved to approve David Drown and Associates to re-configure the Pay Equity 
report for $750.00, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Key/FOB security access 
A spreadsheet with a list of names was presented to the council for review.  This consisted of information about who would 
have access to what and how they would have access to different rooms in the city hall building.  
 
Morrison County Animal Humane Society (MCAHS) 
2025 Morrison County Animal Humane Society (MCAHS) agreement was presented.  This agreement with the city will allow 
the city and residents to take stray or abandoned animals to MCAHS. The city will be able to give and deny permission to 
residents to take their animals to MCAHS.  Cimenski moved to accept the MCAHS agreement with the city of Royalton, 2nd 
by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mileage Rate for 2025 
Verley moved to increase the mileage rate for 2025 up 3¢/mile to 57¢/mile, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members 
voting aye. Motion carried. 
 
Elected Leaders Institute 
League of Minnesota Cities presents Elected Leaders Institute.  No council members were interested in attending at this 
time.  No action.  
 
2025 Fee Schedule 
The 2025 Fee Schedule was reviewed.  Verley moved to the following changes:  
Fire & Rescue Department    1st hour  from   $320.00 to $400.00 

Each Additional hour $320.00 to $400.00 
Removal of Administrative Citations: 

Improper lane use 
Improper Turns 
Failure to Yield Right of Way 
Failure to use Passenger Restraint for children 
Seat belt violation  



 

 

2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   
Outdoor Music Policy 
Due to the change in the special event fee, Sowada moved to approve the changes to the Outdoor Music Policy, 2nd by 
Weiss-Pesta.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
     
Wrestling Club Gambling Permit 
Verley moved to approve the gambling permit for the Royals Wrestling Club on July 25, 2025 at Scotties Log Bar with no 
waiting period, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Planning and Zoning 
Tim Majaski, Planning and Zoning Commissioner informed the council that the Cannabis ordinance is ready for a public 
hearing.  Sowada moved to call for a public hearing on Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 7:15pm to review and adopt the 
Cannabis Ordinance, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Sowada moved to accept the resignation of Chairperson Dorothy Lamp, 2nd  by Verley. Put to a vote with all members 
voting aye. Motion carried.  
 
Tim Majaski, informed the council that after much deliberation, he has decided to step down after 29 years (1996-2025).  He 
will stay on for 2025, in the meantime a replacement will need to be found.  
 
Personnel Policy 
The City Personnel Policy was reviewed. Sowada moved to accept the policy with the following changes:  

• Section 10.01 Benefits--    Changed from 30 hours to 32 hours 

• Section 10.04 Eligibility--    Changed 30 to 32  

• Section 11.08 Pregnancy and--   Added 30 days for notice 

• Section 12.01 Accrual of Vacation days          Claification of vacation accrual beginning at 
start date and how calculation is tablulated each pay period 
whether a 32 or 40 hours work week. 

 
2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
2025 Council Appointments 
Verley moved to approve the 2025 appointments as follows: 

Mayor Pro-Tem                         Lanners 
Sewer & Water    Verley 
Streets & Lights    Verley 
Weed Inspectors   All Council Members & Public Works  
Civil Defense Director   RPD & RFD Chiefs  
Chief of Police Supervisor  Sowada 
Fire Dept. Supervisor   Lanners 
City Clerk Supervisor   Weiss-Pesta 
Planning & Zoning Liaison  Cimenski 
Rev. Loan Fund (RLF) Directors  Weiss-Pesta & Lanners 
Finance & Budget   All Council members/Mayor/Dept Heads 
City Engineer Supervisor  Weiss-Pesta & Verley 
Depository    Pine Country Bank 
Legal Newspaper   Morrison County Record 
Board of Review   All Council Members & Mayor  
Fire Relief Assoc.    Weiss-Pesta & Lanners 



 

 

WHP Manager    Walberg 
Financial Advisor   David Drown Associates 
Data Practices Responsible Authority Walberg 
Incident Commander   Police Chief McDonald 
Drug Testing Facility   Mid Minnesota  
 
2nd by Sowada. Put to vote with all members voting aye.   Motion carried. 
 
Planning Meeting 
A planning meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, January 28, 2025 starting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2025 Board of Review 

The council reviewed the date of the 2025 Board of Review for Monday, April 14, 2025 at 1:00 pm with both Benton and 
Morrison Counties.  Currently all council members are trained except newly elected Anthony Cimenski.  
 
Bills 
Verley moved to pay all bills for voucher numbers’ 39935-39957, 39993-40044 and 40046-40069 in the total amount of $437,553.04, 2nd 
by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Added Agenda Items 
Mayor Weiss-Pesta informed the council that a meeting will be discussed about the letters of intent for the Hwy 10 project. 
 
Verley moved to approve posting the Planning and Zoning position, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to vote with all members voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  
 
Adjournment 
Sowada moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 p.m., 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
             

______Leah Walberg______ 

 City Clerk, Leah Walberg 


