
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
DECEMBER 8, 2015  

7:00 P.M.  
ROYALTON CITY CENTER 

 
Call to Order/Attendance 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting to order.  The pledge of allegiance was said.  On roll call 
members present were: Lauer, Libke, Zimny and Verley.   Arriving late: Warzecha. 
 
People present: Liz Verley, Morrison County Record; Leroy Krueger; Jerry Brezinka, Bellevue Township, Bruce 
Retka; Tree Board, Bob Saldana, Walter Norberg, Roger Kuklok, Les Mateffy, City Engineer; Tim Majaski, 
Planning and Zoning; Adam Gunderson, Police Chief; Leah Walberg, Deputy Clerk; and Carol Madsen, City 
Clerk/Treasurer. 

 
Minutes  
Libke moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on November 3, 2015, 2nd by Verley 
Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Added Agenda Items 
Mayor Lauer added one discussion item. 
 
Public Forum 
None 
 
Annexation 
Verley moved to accept the Annexation request from Don & Marilyn Zutz to annex their 9 acre parcel into the 
corporate city limits of Royalton, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Libke moved to adopt Resolution 12-8-15-3, an Orderly Annexation between the City of Royalton and Langola 
Township, for the Zutz property located at 17731 NW 55th Avenue, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Langola 2016 Fire Contract 
Zimny moved to approve the 2016 fire contract with Langola Township as presented, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Bellevue Fire Contract 
Libke moved to approve the 10 year fire contract with Bellevue Township based on tax capacity, as presented, 
2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Private Road Issue 
Bob Saldana property owner at the end of 1st Street North is requesting verification of the ownership of the 
road/driveway.  After a lengthy discussion on ownership of the road/driveway, council members were 
instructed to look at the road/driveway and bring back possible solutions to the January 5, 2016 council 
meeting. 
 
Truth in Taxation Public Hearing 
Mayor Lauer recessed the regular City Council meeting and called to order the public hearing for comments on 
the proposed 2016 budget and levy at 8:00 P.M. 

No public comments.   



 

Mayor Lauer then asked the Council for discussion. 

Libke moved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:02 pm, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

 
Final 2016 Budget & Tax Levy  
Libke moved to adopt Resolution 12-8-15-1, a Resolution establishing a final Property Tax Levy, payable 2016, 
of $274,797.00, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Verley moved to adopt Resolution 12-8-15-2, a Resolution establishing a final Budget for 2016, with Expenses 
of $1,237,380.00 and Revenues of $1,245,344.00, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried. 
 
Department Reports 
Public Works – General report submitted. 
Verley requested Danny McDougall, Streets and Parks Supervisor, get a $2.00 per hour increase since he has 
taken on a Supervisory roll.  After some discussion, Verley moved to put Danny McDougall at current Step 6 
but having a wage reflective of current Step 8, effective January 1, 2016, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Parks & Trails  – No report submitted. 
City Office – General report submitted.   
Fire & Rescue – General report submitted.    
Rescue Squad – No report submitted. 
Police Department  – General report submitted.   
Police Chief Gunderson requested approval for Officer Tom Franklin, to be put on full time at 32 hours per 
week.  Gunderson reported that Franklin will be waiving Health and Dental insurance coverage since he has it 
with his family’s business.  Libke moved to put Officer Tom Franklin on full time at 32 hours per week, 
effective January 1, 2015, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Police Chief Gunderson reviewed the quotes for the new police vehicle.  Libke moved to authorize the 
purchase of a 2016 Chevrolet Silverado from Gilleland Chevrolet at a cost of $30,738.00 and equip it through 
KEEPRS and 5 Star Lights at a cost of $4,905.53 and the equipment installed by Star Squads at a cost of 
$2,000.00, with the total cost being $37,643.53, and to follow up with the sales of the forfeited vehicles, 2nd 
by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Tobacco Licenses 
Zimny moved to approve the tobacco licenses for 2016 for: Scotties Log Bar, Royal Tesoro, 10 Spot Bar & 
Lounge, E Z Stop, and River City Sports Bar & Grill, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
2016 Fee Schedule 
The 2016 Fee Schedule was reviewed. Discussion on Water and Sewer hook-up costs, made adjustments to 
fee schedule to keep the commercial and residential hook up the same.  Lauer asked for the Fee Schedule to 
be revised and put on the January 5, 2016 agenda. 
 
2016 Pay Scale 
Verley moved to adopt the 2016 employee pay scale, as budgeted for and presented, with the addition of a 
new Streets, Parks and  Buildings Supervisor pay scale, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  
 
 



 

TIF District #6 
Libke moved to transfer $5,826.64 into the TIF District #6 fund to balance out the fund, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to 
a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
The Council wants more clarification of why the TIF District should be fully abandoned.  The City Clerk will 
contact David Drown, Financial Advisor, for more clarification. 
 
2015 Fund Transfers 
Libke moved to approve the 2015 fund transfers, as presented, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
MCAHS Impound Agreement 
The MCAHS Impound Agreement was discussed.  It would cost the City $1,365.00 for 2016 to enter into the 
agreement.  If the city does not enter into the agreement with MCAHS will not be obligated to accept any 
animals from the City or residents of the City if the Pound is full.  They will accept owner surrendered animals 
and strays from the residents at a rate of $50.00 per cat and $75.00 per dog if space is available.  No action 
was taken. 
 
Morrison County Agreement for Prosecution Services 
Verley moved to approve the Agreement between the City and Morrison County for Prosecution Services for 
2016, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Maple Street Project 
Verley moved to approve the partial pay estimate for DeChantal Excavating for the North Maple Street project, 
in the amount of $35,076.75, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Water Treatment Plant/Well #4 Partial Pay Request  
Libke moved to approve the Partial Pay Request #5 from Burski Excavating for $107,728.10, 2nd by Zimny.  
Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
2016 LMC Experienced Officials Leadership Conference 
Lauer informed the council about the conference in Brooklyn Center.   
 
Time Study 
Zimny would like to see time study to continue in all departments. 
 
MN Power Energy Savings Update 
Libke reported on MN Power Energy Savings meeting. 
 
Community Landscape Project Update 
Mayor Lauer reported Paul Zimny, Scott Walberg, Pat Libke and Theresa Sutton agreed to be on the 
committee and meet on January 13, 2016 to discuss plans with MNDOT. 

 
Planning & Zoning – Tim Majaski, Planning & Zoning Chairman 
Ordinance #53, Transient Merchant, the Ordinance was reviewed and sent back to Planning and Zoning for 
revising.  
 
Ordinance #3, Exhibition Driving, after some discussion, Warzecha moved to change the proposed speed limit 
change public hearing to February 2, 2016 at 7:15p.m.  2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 



 

Added Discussion/Action Items 
Mayor Lauer reported, Randy Wincher, County Commissioner, contacted her and said the County is trying to 
get all of Hawthorn Street speed limits lowered to 30 mph but needs to be proposed at the State of Minnesota 
level.  
 
Bills 
Libke moved to pay all bills; voucher no.’s 33444 – 33517, in the amount of $174,808.51, 2nd by Verley.  Put to 
a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

Tree Board Department Report 
Bruce Retka gave a end of year report.  Bruce would like to take part in the Community Landscape project. 

Adjournment 
Zimny moved to adjourn at 9:26 p.m., 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 

      

                    

       ___________________________________________ 
                     City Clerk/Treasurer, Carol Madsen 

 


