
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
FEBRUARY 4, 2025 

6:30 P.M.  
ROYALTON CITY CENTER 

 
 
Call to Order/Attendance 
Mayor Weiss-Pesta called the Special Closed  City Council meeting to order. 
 
On roll call members present were: Weiss-Pesta, Sowada, Cimenski, Lanners and Verley arriving late. 
 
Meeting closed as permitted by MN Statute section 13D.05 subdivision 3. Personnel Performance review. 
 
Mayor Weiss-Pesta called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 7:00pm.  The pledge of allegiance was said.  
 
People present; Fire Chief Ted Vanhove; Police Chief Jason McDonald; Tim Majaski, Planning and Zoning; Lucia Leber, Deputy Clerk; 
and Leah Walberg, City Clerk. 
 
Public Forum 
None   
 
Sowada moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on January 7, 2025, 2nd by Verley. Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
  
Verley moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on January 8, 2025, 2nd by Sowada. Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Verley moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on January 28, 2025, 2nd by Sowada. Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Department Reports 
Police Department – General report submitted.   
Due to the mechanical failure of the furnace of the police department wing, Lanners moved to approve the purchase of the furnace and 
install from Meehl Mechanical for a total of $16,777.36, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Chief McDonald informed the council that two interviews were conducted the week prior, Sowada moved to approve hiring Steven 
Anderson at Step 3, $28.03 contingent on physical and background check, 2nd by Lanners.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried.  
 
Verley moved to approve the Morrison County Information Technology Support Contract, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Police Department Squad to Fire Department.  Some discussion was had about the fire department paying for the police squad to use 
as a response vehicle which would replace the 1107 first response vehicle.  At this time, the fire department would like to have the 
vehicle and is suggesting paying for any new graphics that need to be put on.  No action.  Tabled to March 4, 2025. 
 
Law Enforcement Labor Services contract was negotiated in October 2024 between the city and police officer.  A final contract was 
provided to the council for approval. No action.  Tabled to March 4, 2025.   
 
Fire & Rescue – General report submitted.   
 
Public Works – General report submitted. 
Verley moved to approve Tom Kalis, Public Works Supervisor, to attend the Minnesota Rural Water conference on March 6, 2025 for 
$350.00, 2nd by Lanners.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

 
City Office – No report submitted.   



Sowada moved to approve Lucia Leber to attend the MMCI (Minnesota Municipal Clerks Institute) May 5-9, 2025 for $640.00 in 
Brooklyn Center, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Sowada moved to approve Lucia Leber, Deputy Clerk, to move to Step 1 at $21.67, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members 
voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Verley moved to adopt Resolution 2-4-25-1, accepting Sourcewell grant for a total of $1,994.08 for technology, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

 
Planning and Zoning 
Tim Majaski, informed the council that he has nothing new to report except the Ordinance 61.1, Regulating the sale, use, 
and licensing of Cannabis in the city of Royalton.  
 
7:15pm Public Hearing, Regulating the Sale, Use and Licensing of Cannabis in the city of Royalton 
Sowada moved to close the regular city council meeting at 7:47pm and open the public hearing, 2nd by Lanners. Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
No public Comment.  
 
Verley moved to adjourn the public hearing, 2nd by Lanners. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Some discussion was had about the wording of the ordinance in Section 4, Temporary Cannabis Events and penalties. After 
reviewing the wording and agreeing on the changes, Sowada moved to adopt Ordinance 61.1, Regulating the sale, use, and 
licensing of Cannabis in the city of Royalton with the changes noted, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Fee Schedule 
Verley moved to approve adding Ordinance 61.1, Cannabis with a violation fee of $80.00 to the fee schedule, 2nd by 
Lanners.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Lions Club Gambling Permit 
Sowada moved to approve the Lions Club Gambling Permit with no waiting period for Pull-tabs and Raffle for July 26, 2025, 
2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye. Motion carried.  
 
Electronic Funds and Wire Transfer Policy 
Lanners moved to approve the Electronic Funds and Wire Transfer Policy, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Employee and City Council Code of Conduct 
Lanners moved to approve the Employee and City Council Code of Conduct with the addition of City Contractors, 2nd by 
Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
H.S.A. Employee accounts 
At this time, employee H.S.A. accounts have been set up with Magnifi Financial. Pro Resource is able to set up accounts for 
each interested member.  Lanners moved to approve setting up H.S.A. accounts with Pro Resource, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a 
motion with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
 
Safety and Loss Control Workshop 
Sowada moved to approve up to 10 people including that of councilmembers and employees to attend the Safety and Loss 
Control Workshop, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 



City Clean up Day 
Sowada moved to approve May 17, 2025 as the City Clean Up day, 2nd by Cimenski.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  
 
City Wide Garage Sale 
Lanners moved to approve Saturday, May 10, 2025 for the City Wide Garage Sale, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Wex Fuel Cards 
Due to the different vehicles that the city has, it was discussed that possibly each vehicle has their own fuel card to keep in 
each vehicle or assigned to each person.  Verley moved to approve getting Fuel Cards for police department, fire 
department and public works, 2nd by Sowada.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
David Drown and Associates 
After the Microsoft Teams meeting on January 28, 2025 with Dr. Tessia Melvin, the council discussed the different options for 
re-writing job descriptions and classification of job points.  At this time, council members will work together to review job 
descriptions.  No action taken.  
 
Bills 
Sowada moved to pay all bills for voucher numbers’ 40070-40113 in the total amount of $61,800.43, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Added Agenda Items 
Weiss-Pesta added a discussion items.   

• Free standing computer monitors should be ordered for Lucia Leber’s desk.   

• Tom Kalis in passing commented that the office should be done within the next week. 
Verley added the Wex Fuel cards have state of Minnesota Fleet cards.  
Cimenski added a discussion item about the Holiday project and the blocking of the roads. 
 
Adjournment 
Sowada moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 p.m., 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
             

 

 

Leah Walberg______________ 

 City Clerk, Leah Walberg 

 
 
  


