
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
APRIL 7, 2015  

7:00 P.M.  
ROYALTON CITY CENTER 

 
Call to Order/Attendance 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting to order.  The pledge of allegiance 
was said.  On roll call members present were: Lauer, Libke, Zimny, Verley and Warzecha.   
 
People present: City Attorney Toni Wetzel; Tyler Ohmann, Morrison County Record; Nathan 
Bellefeuille, Fire Chief; Adam Gunderson, Police Chief; Les Mateffy, City Engineer; Tim 
Borgheiinck; Mari Olson; Dale Lenz, School Board; Bruce Retka, Tree Board Chair; Jon 
Ellerbusch, School Superintendent; Leroy Krueger; Tim Majaski, Planning and Zoning; and 
Michelle Stevens, Deputy Clerk/ Communications Specialist. 
 
Minutes  
Libke moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on March 3, 2015, 
2nd by Verley. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Warzecha moved to approve the minutes of the Special City Council Meeting March 30, 
2015, 2nd by Libke. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Added Agenda Items 
Zimny added one action item. 
 
Closed Meeting 
At 7:16 pm Mayor Lauer recessed the Regular City Council Meeting to a closed meeting 
pursuant to MN Statute Section 13D.05 Subdivision 3(b) attorney client privilege to discuss 
pending litigation.   
 
At 7:41 pm Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council Meeting back to order.  
 
Department Reports 
Public Works – No report submitted.   

Verley moved to rescind the approval of the resignation letter from Lee Popp, Public Works 
Superintendent, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Verley moved to hire Astech to sweep the City streets, at a rate of $95.00 per hour for the self-
propelled pick-up sweeper, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  

City Office – General report submitted.  
   
Zimny moved to accept the Petty Cash Transaction report for Jan. – March, 2015 as submitted, 
2nd by Libke. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  

Fire & Rescue – General report submitted.    



 

Zimny moved to accept the quote from Fire Safety USA for $667.50 for a Drop Tank for 
Truck #1105, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Zimny moved to approve the 2014 Bellevue Fire Contract to be used for the 2015 Bellevue Fire 
Contract, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

Police Department – General report submitted.  
 
Libke discussed Chief Gunderson’s performance review and moved him to the next step on 
the pay scale with no pay increase this year.  

 
First Response – No Report submitted 
 
Tree Board –   General Report given. 
 
Parks & Trails  
Lawn Maintenance at the Splash Park was discussed.  The concern is putting down 
herbicides in the Splash Park play area, and about weekend upkeep at the parks.   No 
action was taken. 
  
Museum – No report submitted. 
 
No Parking on Second Street SE  
The Council has not heard back from Mr. Wimer; the topic will be tabled until further 
information is received. 
 
Animal Permit Request  
Libke moved to approve an Animal Permit for Joelle Vacek to have up to 6 chickens at 412 South 
Cedar Street through November 25, 2015, with the understanding that there would be no 
roosters, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   

Approval of Water Treatment Plant & Well #4 Bid 
Libke moved to award the bid to Burski Excavating, Inc. for Well #4 and the Water Treatment 
Plant, in the amount of $971,800.00, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried. 

Water Treatment Plant Budget 
City Engineer, Les Mateffy, reviewed the Water Treatment Plant Budget.  Verley moved to 
approve the Water Treatment Plant Budget of $1,217,105.00, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with 
all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Maple Street Feasibility Study  
City Engineer Les Mateffy presented the feasibility study for North Maple Street Water Main and 
River Loop and reviewed the new options. 

Verley moved to call for a public hearing on May 5, 2015 at 7:15 pm to consider the different 
options for the Maple Street project, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried. 



 

 Recycling & Clean Up Day Grants  
Verley moved to accept the Morrison County Recycling grant of $1,408.00, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to 
a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Libke moved to accept the Morrison County Clean Up Day grant of $403.00, 2nd by Warzecha.  
Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Compost Site Seasonal Worker  
Verley moved to hire a person to tend the compost site for four Saturdays starting April 11, 2015 
but skipping April 25, 2015 because of the Clean Up Day for four hours each Saturday at a rate 
of $10.00 per hour, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Green Fair  
Mayor Lauer reviewed the Community Energy Challenge set with the various community 
organizations.  She challenged the City Council to champion the cause to raise awareness and 
money for City Holiday lights. 

 Lauer also explained that the First Annual Royalton Green Fair will be May 14, 2015 from 6 - 8 
pm at the Royalton High School Commons and Performance Gym.  Many different presenters will 
be there.  If the council is not presenting on a topic, please come and support the fair. The 
winner of the Community Energy Challenge will be presented a check for the challenge at the 
Fair. 

Clean Up Day Reminder 
Mayor Lauer reminded the Council of the Clean Up Day on April 25, 2015.   

City Hall Hours Survey 
Mayor Lauer presented the results of the survey that was put in the City Newsletter. No action 
was taken.  It will be discussed at the budget meeting.   

LMC Annual Conference  
Libke moved to approve up to 2 people to attend the League of Minnesota Cities Annual 
Conference in Duluth at a cost of $325.00 per person plus $218.00/for 2 night stay at hotel, 2nd 
by Zimny.  Put to a vote with Libke, Warzecha, Zimny and Lauer voting aye, Verley opposed. 
Motion carried. 

Picnic Tables 
Zimny moved to delay action on purchasing picnic tables at the Splash Park Shelter, 2nd by 
Warzecha.  Put to a vote with Verley, Warzecha, Zimny and Lauer voting aye, Libke opposed. 
Motion carried. 

Gambling Permit – Holy Trinity Church 
Verley moved to acknowledge the gambling application with no waiting period for the Holy 
Trinity Church, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Routes to School /Street Crossings 
Warzecha explained that there is a pedestrian safety concern at the High School/Middle School 
intersection of Hawthorn Street and Centre Street.  Warzecha moved to support Morrison County 
to implement pedestrian safety at the intersection of Centre Street and Hawthorn Street, 2nd by 
Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 



 

Planning & Zoning – Tim Majaski, Planning & Zoning Chairman  
Majaski reviewed the elementary school issue of adding on to the south side of the school.  
The council asked the school to submit a survey of the property along with a quit claim 
deed to purchase this right of way property from the city.   

Warzecha moved to sell this right of way property for $1.00 with the condition that the school 
resolves the playground water issue with their new construction plans, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Libke called for a Public Hearing May 5, 2015 at 7:30 pm to consider changes to the permit 
requirement for small accessory buildings in the Zoning Ordinance, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote 
with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Majaski requested North Second and North Third Streets be striped for one block each 
starting at Highway 10 going east.  No action was taken. 

Bills 
Verley moved to pay all bills; voucher no.’s 32973 – 33019, in the amount of $71,462.85, 
2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

Adjournment 
Zimny moved to adjourn at 9:30 p.m., 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

      

                   
              

 ___________________________________________ 
              Deputy Clerk Michelle Stevens 


