
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
June 7, 2016 

6:30 PM 
ROYALTON, MN 

 
Call to Order/Attendance 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting to order at the Water Treatment Plant.   On roll call 
members present were: Lauer, Libke, Zimny, Verley and Warzecha.  
 
People present at Council Chambers:  Liz Verley, Morrison County Record; Tom Franklin, Police Officer; Les 
Mateffy, City Engineer; Leroy Krueger; Tim Majaski, Planning and Zoning; Leah Walberg, Deputy Clerk; Bill 
Gutzkow; Mary Gutzkow; Mark Schraut; John Baregi, Holiday Station Stores; Alisha Head; Chris Head; Leon 
Motl; Margie Gerads; Mari Olsen; Tim Borgheiinck; Lee Girtz; Sandra Girtz; Kali Gordon; Calvin Smieja; Wade 
Smieja; Jon Freer and Jim Anderson. 
 
Minutes  
Zimny moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on May 3, 2016, 2nd by Verley. Put 
to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Added Agenda Items 
Zimny added one discussion item. 
 
Gambling Application  
Verley moved to approve the gambling application from Lincoln Area Business Assn. to conduct off-site 
gambling in the City of Royalton, on June 18, 2016 for a raffle at the Alzheimer’s Ride, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to 
a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

North Maple Street Residents  
The residents on North Maple Street sent a written complaint to the City of Royalton addressing their 
concerns about the North Maple Street Project.  The yards are mostly weeds where grass was planted, they 
have had to pick rocks from the area and a piece of cement on a driveway was cracked and never repaired. 
The City Council and Les Mateffy toured the street and spoke with residents about their concerns.  The 
contractor, DeChantal Excavating, will be instructed to fix any problems on the street by Les Mateffy.  

North Hawthorn & East Centre Street Update  
Mayor Lauer reported on the letter the City received from Steve Backowski, Morrison County Public Works, 
stating that the County will not be doing the project without the City’s participation.  He went on to state that 
the project will be placed on the 2021 construction program.  After some discussion, it was decided to invite, 
Steve Backowski, to the July 5, 2016 meeting to discuss options between the city and county.   
 
Public Hearing for 1st Street South Project  
Mayor Lauer recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 7:15 p.m. and called to order the public hearing to 
consider the 1st Street South Project. 
 
Les Mateffy, City Engineer, reviewed the Feasibility Study and project assessments. 
 
Public Comments-- 
Les Mateffy, City Engineer, informed the council and guests that the residents of First Street South have three 
options.  1.  To do nothing regarding fixing the water main; 2. Replace the private watermain; or 3. Replace 
the water main and install curb and gutter which would increase the project by $68,000.   



 

 

 
The residents of First Street South expressed concerns about the cost that would be assessed onto their 
property.   
 
Chris and Alisha Head oppose the assessment because they have a separate private water line from South 
Cedar Street. As written in the Feasibility Study, the water line from South Cedar Street would be capped and 
the Heads would need to hook up to the new water line on First Street South.  
 
Leon Motl and Margie Gerads expressed that they too do not like the assessment, but understand that it 
needs to be done, and would like it to be completed the cheapest way possible. 
 
Mark Schraut stated that he understands that the replacement needs to be done sooner than later and that 
he too does not like the assessment. 
 
Kali Gordon expressed concern about the cost as well.  She stated that if she would have known about 
having to fix a water line she would have thought differently about purchasing a home in Royalton. 
 
Wade Smeija and Cal Smeija asked questions about their empty lot.  They asked if there would be a house 
built on the property, would the builder be assessed additional fees.  No answer was given, it would have to 
be researched further.   

Warzecha moved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:07 pm, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting back to order. 

The Council members discussed other options to help the residents with the project.  The members also 
discussed how the project was going to be funded.  A couple of options were presented to the council.  
Either bond the project with the Industrial Park or pay for it through the water/street funds. 

Libke moved to adopt Resolution 6-7-16-1, adopting the proposed assessments for the 1st Street South Project, 
2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 
Public Hearing for the requested Conditional Use Permit for the Holiday Station Store  
Mayor Lauer recessed the regular City Council meeting at 8:18 p.m. and called to order the public hearing to 
consider the Conditional Use Permit request from the Holiday Station Store. 
 
Tim Majaski, reviewed the application for the Conditional Use Permit to erect an oversized sign. 
 
Public Comment-  
John Baregi, Holiday Station Stores, informed the council that the light on the sign would be dimmable and 
there will be a static message, with no flashing lights or messages.  Holiday is wanted to put up one sign 
instead of four and clean up the area around the property.  The sign will be one foot shorter than the current 
Tessoro sign.   
 
John Freer was concerned about the light emitting from the sign and the amount of signs present on the 
property. 



 

 

Libke moved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:29 pm, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting back to order. 
 
Verley moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit for the Holiday Station Store to erect an oversized sign 
on the premises at 208 North Highway #10 with the proposed conditions, 2nd by Warzecha. Put to a vote with 
all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Animal Permits  
Libke moved to approve 6 six chickens, for Jo Goodrich, for one year, with the stipulation that there will not be 
any roosters, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Verley moved to approve 4 rabbits and 6 chickens, for Tim Borgheiinck, for one year, with the stipulation that 
there will not be any roosters, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Warzecha moved to approve 3 to 5 chickens, for Scott Kalis, for one year, with the stipulation that there will 
not be any roosters, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Verley moved to approve 3 Pygmy goats, for Wayne Harrison, for one year, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote 
with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Libke moved to approve 3 horses and 6 chickens, for Theresia Sutton,  for one year, with the stipulation that 
there will not be any roosters, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.
  
 
Bill’s Superette, 3.2 Liquor License  
Verley moved to approve the 3.2 Off Sale Liquor License for Bill’s Superette, for Sept. 1, 2016 through August 
31, 2017, with the change of date on the application to read correctly, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried.    
 
Storm Water Issue on South Cedar Street  
Council discussed options to take care of the water in the Spring and during large rain storms. Les Mattefy 
informed the council of an option of  putting in rain gardens on the ends of the streets.  It was suggested to 
grind down the road before adding another layer of asphalt to the road.  It was suggested to talk with 
MNDot and work together to find a common solution. 

Coldwell Banker – list Industrial Park lots  
Mayor informed the Council about the last five acres of the Industrial Park. Discussed options about what 
could be put out in that last five acres, such as solar panels. The council is not interested at this time to have 
Coldwell Banker list the last five acres. 

MN DOT Landscape Project Update  
Mayor Lauer reported on Phase One of the MN Dot Landscape project. Because of the success, MN Dot 
contacted Mayor Lauer about Phase Two of the project which would cost $5,000 and would like to do the 
project this September. 
 
Smieja Property (next to WTP)  
Mayor Lauer reported that the 2 ½ acres has been offered to the City for $50,000.00. Council would like to 
review past appraisals before going forward. It was discussed that if the property would be purchased, it 



 

 

would allow room for the Public Works to grow. It was advised to inform the realtor the council is interested 
in the property.   
 
Department Reports 
Public Works – General report submitted.   

City Office – General report submitted.  

Fire & Rescue – General report submitted.    
 
First Response – No report submitted. 
 
Police Department – General report submitted.  
 
NJPA Grant for Training Simulator 
Mayor Lauer informed the council that NJPA had awarded the City of Royalton $100,000 grant to purchase a 
firing training simulator to be used by the City of Royalton and surrounding communities. 
 
Tree Board  - No report submitted. 
 
Parks & Trails  - No report submitted. 
 
Added Agenda Items  
Zimny reported that the First Response truck should be in service within the next two weeks.  He also 
informed the council that the Pumper truck 1102 had passed its test and will be certified for another two 
years. 

Warzecha commented about the time study request for the Bellevue Fire Contract.  This meeting was set up 
prior to the 10 year fire contract being signed.  Warzecha wanted to make sure all information required was 
available prior to the meeting.  

Planning & Zoning – Tim Majaski, Planning & Zoning Chairman 
Tim Majaski, Chairman, requested approval for two new members, Dorothy Lamp and Mike Hoheisel.  Libke 
moved to approve Dorothy Lamp to finish out Dale Lenz’s term until December 2018 and Mike Hoheisel to 
finish out Brenda Pesta’s term until December 2016, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

 
Bills 
Verley moved to pay all bills, voucher no.’s 33791 – 33871, in the amount of $148,382.33, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to 
a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

Adjournment 
Libke moved to adjourn at 9:23 p.m., 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion 
carried.      

                    
                            ___________________________________________ 
                         Leah Walberg, Deputy Clerk   
     


