
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
AUGUST 2, 2016 

7:00 PM 
ROYALTON, MN 

 
Call to Order/Attendance 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting to order.  The pledge of allegiance was said.  On roll call 
members present were: Lauer, Libke, Warzecha, Verley and Zimny   
 
People present: Liz Verley, Morrison County Record; Nathan Bellefeuille, Fire Chief; Travis Blais, Fire Relief Assoc. 
Treasurer; Adam Gunderson, Police Chief; Leroy Krueger; Les Mateffy, City Engineer; Tim Majaski, Planning and Zoning; 
Leah Walberg, Deputy Clerk; Carol Madsen, City Clerk; Lee Popp, Public Works; Janie Novak Day; Steve Backowski, 
Morrison County Highway Engineer; Randy Winscher, Morrison County Commissioner; Alisha Head, Chris Head, Mark 
Schraut, Donna Smieja, Leon Motl and Margie Gerads. 
 
Minutes  
Libke moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting on July 5, 2016, 2nd by Zimny. Put to a vote 
with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Added Agenda Items  
Libke added one action item and Lauer added one action item. 
 
Public Forum  
None 
 
Department Reports 
Public Works – General report submitted.  Public Works Supervisor, Lee Popp, requested approval for sewer cleaning at 
a cost of $6250.00.  Verley moved to approve the quote from Empire Pipe Services at a cost of $6250.00 for sewer 
cleaning, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
City Office – General report submitted.   
City Clerk, Madsen, reported on the performance review for Deputy Clerk, Leah Walberg.  Libke moved to approve the 
wage increase for Deputy Clerk, Leah Walberg, from $15.97 to $16.60 effective August 3, 2016, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Fire & Rescue – General report submitted.   
Verley moved to accept the Fire Relief Association report, Form SC-15 and Form MBW-15 Pension Plan, 2nd by Zimny. 
Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

The quote for new SCBA units from Tax-Exempt Leasing Corp. out of Libertyville, Illinois was reviewed.  Travis Blais, Fire 
Relief Assoc. Treasurer, requested approval to hire a grant writer to purchase SCBA units.  The grant writer would cost 
$1500.00 for the narrative part of the grant.  Libke moved to approve the hiring of the grant writer for $1500.00 to apply 
for a grant for new SCBA units for the fire department, 2nd by Zimny. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion 
carried 

The quote for the car fire simulator was reviewed.  Zimny moved to approve the training for the fire department at a 
cost of $650.00, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
  
Police Department – General report submitted.   
Chief Gunderson requested approval to hire contractors to build the room and install the electric for the Laser Shot 
Simulator in the lower level of the City Center.  Libke moved to approve Brian Czech Construction to build the room and 
West Buckman Electric to do the electrical, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  
 



 

 

Tree Board –   No report submitted.  
Parks & Trails – No report submitted.  

Janie Novak Day – 636 Cherry Lane 
Janie Novak Day reported to the council about the sand and debris that gets built up on the end of her driveway. She 
requests to have the Street department run a sweeper along Cherry Lane as the department sees fit to clean the area.  
The Public works department will take note after heavy rain fall and sweep when needed as well. 

Steve Backowski and Randy Winscher, Street Project 
Steve Backowski reported on the North Hawthorn Street and East Centre Street proposed project.  They will come back 
to the September 13, 2016 city council meeting with cost estimates for the project.  
 

Feasibility Study Project Hearing for the 1st Street South Project  
Mayor Lauer recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 7:50 pm and opened the public hearing to consider the 
Improvements on 1st Street South. 

Les Mateffy, City Engineer, reviewed the 1st Street South Improvement project. 
 
Public Comments: 
Donna Smieja expressed concern about her vacant lot.  There is no longer a house on the lot and she wanted to make 
sure it would be up to date if a new home would be built on the property.  She was also concerned about the spring 
and heavy rain flooding that occurs on the street. And she questioned what the new pipe would be made out of.  
 
Leon Motl informed the council that he is not concerned about the sidewalk that is on his property and questioned if 
the water pressure would increase.   
 
Mark Schraut questioned how long the street would be torn up.  
 
Chris and Alisha Head were concerned about getting in and out of the driveway.   
 
After hearing the public, Libke moved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:10 pm, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting back to order. 
 
Verley moved to approve the Feasibility Study for the 1st Street South project, 2nd by Zimny. Put to a vote with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Assessment Hearing for the 1st Street South Project  
Mayor Lauer recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 8:11 pm and opened the public hearing to consider the 
proposed assessments for the 1st Street South Project. 

Les Mateffy, City Engineer, reviewed the 1st Street South Project proposed assessments. 
 
The Council reviewed the letter from Chris and Alisha Head appealing the assessment.  Mayor Lauer informed Chris 
and Alisha Head that the City acknowledges receiving the letter of appeal and they now have 30 days from the date of 
this hearing to file it in district court. 
 
Public comments and concerns were: 
 
 



 

 

Questions were asked about where certain properties get their water from, such as Scotties’ Log Bar, Amanda Billing, 
and  Dick Klosowski.   
 
Mark Schraut informed the audience that with his research, some of the water lines are dated back to 1922.    
 
Mateffy informed the property owners that the assessments would be divided out 15 years with a 4% interest rate 
starting with year payable 2017.  
 
Chris Head informed the council that after much research, the City was to have a Hearing Officer present to proceed 
with the appealing of the assessment.  Mayor Lauer informed them that the City Attorney, Toni Wetzel, did not state that 
that was needed.   
 
After hearing the public, Warzecha moved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:40 pm, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with 
all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting back to order. 
 
Verley moved to adopt Resolution 8-2-16-2, a Resolution adopting the Final Assessment Roll for the 1st Street South 
Project, to be paid back over a 15 year period with a 4% interest rate, with interest starting to accrue from September 
15, 2016, 2nd by Libke. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Public Hearing for the Proposed Amendments to the Noise Ordinance #40 
Mayor Lauer recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 8:41 pm and opened the public hearing to consider the 
amendments to the Noise Ordinance #40. 

Tim Majaski, Planning & Zoning Chair, reviewed the amendments. 
 
No public comment.   
 
Libke moved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:42 pm, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting back to order. 
 
Warzecha moved to approve the amendments to the Noise Ordinance #40, as presented, 2nd by Verley. Put to a vote 
with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing for the Proposed Ordinance #55 
Mayor Lauer recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 8:43 pm and opened the public hearing to consider 
Ordinance #55, An Ordinance Opting-Out of the Requirements of MN Statute, Section 462.3593. 

Tim Majaski, Planning & Zoning Chair, reviewed the ordinance. 
 
No public comment.   
 
Zimny moved to adjourn the public hearing at 8:44 pm, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Lauer called the Regular City Council meeting back to order. 
 
Zimny moved to approve Ordinance #55, An Ordinance Opting-Out of the Requirements of MN Statute, Section 
462.3593, as presented, 2nd by Warzecha. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 



 

 

 
Community Landscape Partnership Program (MN Dot)- Phase 2 
Mayor Lauer informed the council about the project and showed them the landscaping plans.  

 
Libke moved to adopt Resolution 8-2-16-1, Authorizing Application & Primary Contact, for the MNDOT Community 
Landscape Partnership Program, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Budget Meeting Date    
Libke moved to hold the budget meeting on Tuesday, August 23, 2016 at 6:00 pm, 2nd by Warzecha. Put to a vote with 
all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Liquor License Renewals  
Zimny moved to approve the On Sale, Off Sale and Sunday Liquor License for River City Bar & Grill. for Sept.1, 2016 
through August 31, 2017, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Zimny moved to approve the On Sale, Off Sale and Sunday Liquor license for Scotties Log Bar for Sept. 1, 2016 through 
August 31, 2017, 2nd by Verley. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Warzecha moved to approve the On Sale, Off Sale and Sunday Liquor License for 10 Spot Bar & Lounge for Sept. 1, 2016 
through August 31, 2017, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Zimny moved to approve the On Sale and Sunday Liquor License for the American Legion Post 137 for Sept. 1, 2016 
through August 31, 2017, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
Warzecha moved to approve the Off Sale Liquor License for Royalton Discount Liquor for Sept. 1, 2016 through August 
31, 2017, 2nd by Verley.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.   
 
North Maple Street Final Pay Request  
Verley moved to approve the Final Pay Request #3 from DeChantal Excavating for $9,076.50, 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a 
vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Water Treatment Plant/Well Final Pay Request  
Libke moved to approve the Final Pay Request #10 from Burski Excavating for $19,356.42, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote 
with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
City Council Meeting Date Change  
Verley moved to change the date of the September City Council meeting from Tuesday, September 6, 2016 to Tuesday, 
September 13, 2016 at 7:00 pm, 2nd by Zimny. Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Planning & Zoning – Tim Majaski, Planning & Zoning Chairman  
Majaski explained the request for the Easement Abatement from Landyn and Zach Miles.  The Miles have purchased 
two lots and want to build a home in the center of the lots where there is currently a utility easement.  Verley moved to 
hold a public hearing on September 13, 2016 at 7:15 pm to consider an Easement Abatement at 903 Pine Street N, 2nd 
by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Added Agenda Items  
Officer Gunderson requested approval for an Intern.  It would be a non-paid, ride along internship. It would be for two 
months and 20 hours a week.  Zimny moved to approve the internship with the Royalton Police Department provided 
the city does not hold any liability, 2nd by Libke.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

Lauer asked the Council for approval to list the industrial park with a local realtor.  The realtor approached the Mayor 
about a manufacturing company that is interested in building in the Industrial Park.  The Council would like have the 
realtor come to the September 13, 2016 meeting.  



 

 

Bills 
Verley moved to pay all bills, voucher no.’s 33918 – 33977 in the amount of $286,831.10, 2nd by Zimny.  Put to a vote 
with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

Adjournment 
Zimny moved to adjourn at 9:13 p.m., 2nd by Warzecha.  Put to a vote with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

      

                    
        _____________________________________ 
               City Clerk/Treasurer    
             


