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ORDINANCE No. 26 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE KEEPING OF 
ANIMALS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF ROYALTON 

The City Council hereby ordains as follows: 

Section 1. Definitions. As used in this Chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the 

following words shall be defined to mean: 

Subd. 1. Animal. "Animal" shall mean any mammal, reptile, amphibian, fish, bird 
(including all fowl and poultry) or other member commonly accepted as part of the animal 
kingdom. Animals shall be classified as follows: 

A. Domestic. "Domestic animals" shall mean those animals commonly accepted 
as domesticated household pets. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall 
include dogs, cats, caged birds, gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, fish, non-
poisonous, non-venomous and non-constricting reptiles or amphibians, and other 
similar animals. 

B. Non-Domestic. "Non-Domestic animals" shall mean those animals commonly 
considered to be inherently dangerous to the health, safety, and welfare of 
people. Unless otherwise defined, such animals shall include: 

(1) Any member of the large cat family (family felidae) including lions, 
tigers, cougars, lynx, bobcats, leopards and jaguars, but excluding commonly 
accepted domesticated house cats. 

(2) Any naturally wild member of the canine family (family canidae) 
including wolves, foxes, coyotes, dingoes, and jackals, but excluding commonly 
accepted domesticated dogs. 

(3) Any crossbreeds such as the crossbreed between a wolf and a dog, 
unless the crossbreed is commonly accepted as a domesticated house pet. 

(4) Any member of the relative of the rodent family including any skunk 
(whether or not descented), raccoon, squirrel, or ferret, but excluding those 
members otherwise defined or commonly accepted as domesticated pets. 

(5) Any poisonous, venomous, constricting, or inherently dangerous 
member of the reptile or amphibian families including rattle snakes, boa 
constrictors, pit vipers, crocodiles and alligators. 

(6) Any other animal which is not explicitly listed above but which can be 
reasonably defined by the terms of this subpart, including but not limited to 
bears, deer, monkeys and game fish. 
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C. Farm. "Farm animals" shall mean those animals associated with a farm or 
performing work in an agricultural setting. Unless otherwise defined, such 
animals shall include members of the equestrian family (horses, mules), bovine 
family (cows, bulls), sheep, poultry (chicken, turkeys), fowl (ducks, geese), swine 
(including Vietnamese pot-bellied pigs),rabbits, goats, bees and other animals 
associated with a farm, ranch or stable. 

 
Subd. 2. Special Cases. The council may, by motion in exceptional cases, allow animals 
to be kept within the corporate limits of the city under such circumstances and for such 
length of time as it shall deem proper and just. Upon passage of such resolution the 
clerk shall issue a written permit to the party to whom such permit is to be granted stating 
the length of time for which any the conditions under which it is granted. 

 

Section 2. Any dog age six (6) months and older and kept within the city limits of Royalton must 
be licensed. Owners should also keep their pets from creating a nuisance by barking and 
howling.                                                   
                                           
Section 3. A request for a dog license shall be made at the office of the city clerk. The clerk shall 
record the name and address of the owner or keeper and shall describe the dog as to name, sex, 
breed, age, color and markings.       

 
Section 4. Rabies immunization required. 

 
(a) No license shall be issued for any dog unless the applicant for such license presents 
proof that the dog has a current rabies vaccination.  

 
Section 5. Running at large prohibited. 

 
(a) No dog shall be permitted to run at large within the city limits of Royalton. 
 
(b) This restriction does not prohibit the appearance of any dog upon streets or public property 

when the dog is on a leash and is kept under control by the person charged with its care. 
   

Section 6. License fees and expiration.        
 

(a) The annual license fee shall be set according to the fee schedule of the City of Royalton. 
 

(b) Every license shall expire on the first day of May next following its issuance.     
 

Section 7. Affixing tags. 
  

 (a) The owner shall permanently affix the tag to the collar of the dog in such a manner that the 
tag may easily be seen. 
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Section 8. Impounding.       
   
          (a) It shall be lawful for the animal control warden, police officer or any other person, so 

designated by the city council to take up and impound any dog found in the city without a current 
effective tag or license of the city of Royalton or found running at large at any time within the city 
in violation of said ordinance.  

 
(b) Notice of the impounding shall be given to the owner personally or through the United States 
mail (USPS). If the owner is unknown the officer shall after 24 hours of impounding the dog 
transport it to the Morrison County animal humane society.  

 
 (c) Any dog may be redeemed by the owner within the time stated in the notice by the payment to 

the city clerk of the license fee for the current year, if unpaid, together with any impounding fee. 
 
 (d) Hereof, and in enforcing this ordinance, such officers may enter upon any private premises 

where they have reason to believe there is an unlicensed dog. 
 
Section 9. Number of dogs allowed. 

 
(a) No more than two dogs over six (6) months of age can be kept on any one premise. 
(b) Therapy dogs shall be treated as one of the two dogs over six months allowed on any 

one premise. 

Section 10. Non-Domestic Animals. It shall be illegal for any person to own, possess, harbor, 
or offer for sale, any non-domestic animal within the City Limits. Any owner of such an animal at 
the time of adoption of this Code shall have thirty days in which to remove the animal from the 
City after which time the City may impound the animal(s). 

Section 11. Nuisances. 

Subd. 1. Habitual Barking. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor a dog 
which habitually barks or cries. Habitual barking shall be defined as barking for 
repeated intervals of at least three minutes with less than one minute per interruption. 
Such barking must also be audible off of the owner's or caretaker's premises. 

Subd. 2. Damage to property. It shall be unlawful for any person's dog or other animal 
to damage any lawn, garden, or other property, whether or not the owner has 
knowledge of the damage. A complaint may be issued by anyone aggrieved by an 
animal under this section, against the owner of the animal for prosecution under this 
section. 

Subd. 3 Cleaning up litter. The owner of any animal or person having custody or control 
of any animal shall be responsible for cleaning up any feces of the animal and disposing 
of such feces in a sanitary manner whether on their own property, on the property of 
others or on public property. Any person violating this section shall be punishable by a 
fine of $10.00. Any person who is found guilty of subsequent violations of this section 
shall be punished by a fine of at least $25 but not more than $50. 
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Section 12. Seizure of animals. Any police officer or animal control officer may enter upon 
private  property and seize any animal provided that the following exists: 

A. There is an identified complaint which is made by someone other than the police officer 
or an animal control officer making a contemporaneous complaint concerning the animal; 

B. The officer reasonably believes that the animal meets either the barking dog criteria; 
the criteria for treatment; the criteria for an at large animal; or a non-domestic animal. 

C. The officer can demonstrate that there has been at least one previous complaint of 
a barking dog, inhumane treatment of the animal, or that the animal was at large at 
this address on a prior date; 

D. The officer has made a reasonable attempt to contact the owner of the property and 
those attempts have either failed or have been ignored; 

E. The seizure will not involve the forced entry into a private residence. Use of a pass key 
obtained from a property manager, landlord, innkeeper, or other authorized person to 
have such key shall not constitute an unauthorized entry; and 

F. Written notice of the seizure is left in a conspicuous place if personal contact with the 
owner of the dog is not possible. 

 
Section 13. Presenting a Danger to Health and Safety of City. If, in the reasonable belief of any 
police officer, an animal presents an immediate danger to the health and safety of any person, 
or the animal is threatening imminent harm to any person or the animal is in the process of 
attacking any person, the officer may destroy the animal in a proper and humane manner. 
Otherwise the person or officer may apprehend the animal and deliver it to the pound for 
confinement. If the animal is destroyed, a charge for the amount of accumulated costs to dispose 
of the animal is payable by the owner of the animal. If the animal is found not to be a danger to 
the health and safety of the City, it may be released to the owner or keeper. 

Section 14. Diseased Animals. 

Subd. 1. Running at Large. No person shall keep or allow to be kept on his or her 
premises, or on premises occupied by them, nor permit to run at large in the City, any 
animal which is diseased so as to be a danger to the health and safety of the City, 
even though the animal is properly licensed through the City. 

Subd. 2. Confinement. Any animal reasonably suspected of being diseased and 
presenting a threat to the health and safety of the public, may be apprehended and 
confined in the pound by police officer. The police officer shall have a qualified 
veterinarian examine the animal. If the animal is found to be diseased in such a 
manner so as to be a danger to the health and safety of the City, the officer shall 
authorize a qualified veterinarian to euthanize the animal. The owner or keeper of the 
animal killed under this Section shall be liable for the cost of maintaining and disposing 
of the animal, plus the costs of any veterinarian examinations. 
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Subd. 3. Release. If the animal, upon examination, is found to not be diseased within 
the meaning of this Section, the animal shall be released to the owner or keeper after 
the owner pays any vet fees associated with the animal. 

Section 15. Dangerous Animals. 

Subd. 1. Attack by an animal. It shall be unlawful for any person's animal to inflict or 
attempt to inflict bodily injury to any person or other animal whether or not the owner 
is present. This section shall not apply to an attack by a dog under the control of an on-
duty law enforcement officer or an attack upon an uninvited intruder who has entered 
the owner's home with criminal intent. 

Subd. 2. Destruction of dangerous animal. The animal control officer shall have the 
authority to order the destruction of dangerous animals in accordance with the terms 
established by this ordinance. 

 

Subd. 3. Definitions. 

(1) A dangerous animal is an animal which has: 
a. Caused bodily injury or disfigurement to any person on public or private 
property; or 

b. Engaged in any attack on any person under circumstances which would 
indicate danger to personal safety; or 

c. Exhibited unusually aggressive behavior, such as an attack on another 
animal; or 

 
d. Bitten one or more persons on two or more occasions; or 

e. Been found to be potentially dangerous and/or the owner has personal 
knowledge of the same, the animal aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers 
the safety of humans or domestic animals. 

(2) Potentially dangerous animal is an animal which has: 

a. Bitten a human or a domestic animal on public or private property; or 

b. When unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or 
any public property in an apparent attitude of attack; or 

c. Has engaged in unprovoked attacks causing injury or otherwise threatening the 
safety of humans or domestic animals. 

(3) Proper enclosure. Proper enclosure means securely confined indoors or in a securely 
locked pen or structure suitable to prevent the animal from escaping and to provide protection 
for the animal from the elements. A proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio, or any 
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part of a house, garage, or other structure that would allow the animal to exit of its own volition, 
or any house or structure in which windows are open or in which door or window screens are the 
only barriers which prevent the animal from exiting. The enclosure shall not allow the egress of 
the animal in any manner without human assistance. A pen or kennel shall meet the following 
minimum specifications: 

a. Have a minimum overall floor size of 32 square feet. 

b. Sidewalls shall have a minimum height of five feet and be constructed of 11 - gauge 
or heavier wire. Openings in the wire shall not exceed two inches, support posts shall 
be one-and-one-quarter-inch or larger steel pipe buried in the ground 18 inches or 
more. When a concrete floor is not provided, the sidewalls shall be buried a minimum of 
18 inches in the ground. 

c. A cover over the entire pen or kennel shall be provided. The cover shall be 
constructed of the same gauge wire or heavier as the sidewalls and shall also have no 
openings in the wire greater than two inches. 

d. An entrance/exit gate shall be provided and be constructed of the same material as 
the sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the wire greater than two inches. The 
gate shall be equipped with a device capable of being locked and shall be locked at all 
times when the animal is in the pen or kennel. 

(4) Unprovoked. Unprovoked shall mean the condition in which the animal is not purposely 
excited, stimulated, agitated or disturbed. 

 
Subd. 4. Designation as potentially dangerous animal. The animal control officer shall 
designate any animal as a potentially dangerous animal upon receiving such evidence that 
such potentially dangerous animal has, when unprovoked, then bitten, attacked, or threatened 
the safety of a person or a domestic animal. When an animal is declared potentially dangerous, 
the animal control officer shall cause the owner of the potentially dangerous animal to be 
notified in writing that such animal is potentially dangerous. 

Subd. 5. Evidence justifying designation. The animal control officer shall notify a designated 

veterinarian that will have the authority to designate any animal as a dangerous animal upon 

receiving evidence of the following: 

(1) That the animal has, when unprovoked, bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of a 
person or domestic animal. 

(2) That the animal has been declared potentially dangerous and such animal has then 
bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of a person or domestic animal. 

Subd. 6. Authority to order destruction. The animal control officer, upon finding that the 
designated veterinarian has determined the animal is dangerous hereunder, is authorized to 
order, as part of the disposition of the case, that the animal be destroyed based on a written 
order containing one or more of the following findings of fact: 
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(1) The animal is dangerous as demonstrated by a vicious attack, an unprovoked 
attack, an attack without warning or multiple attacks; or 

 (2) The owner of the animal has demonstrated an inability or unwillingness to control 
the animal in order to prevent injury to persons or other animals. 

Subd. 7. Procedure. The animal control officer, after having the designated veterinarian 
determine that an animal is dangerous, may proceed in the following manner: 

(1) The animal control officer shall cause the owner of the animal to be notified in writing 
or in person that the animal is dangerous and may order the animal seized or make such 
orders as deemed proper. This owner shall be notified as to dates, times, places and 
parties bitten, and shall be given 14 days to appeal this order by requesting a hearing 
before the city council for a review of this determination. 

a. If no appeal is filed, the orders issued will stand or the animal control officer 
may order the animal destroyed. 

b. If an owner requests a hearing for determination as to the dangerous nature 
of the animal, the hearing shall be held before the City Council, which shall set 
a date for hearing not more than three weeks after demand for the hearing. The 
records of the animal control or City Clerk's Office shall be admissible for 
consideration by the officer and City Council without further foundation. After 
considering all evidence pertaining to the temperament of the animal, the City 
Council may order that the animal control officer take the animal into custody for 
destruction, if such animal is not currently in custody. If the animal is ordered into 
custody for destruction, the owner shall immediately make the animal available 
to the animal control officer. 
c. No person shall harbor an animal after it has been found to be 
dangerous and ordered into custody for destruction. 

Subd. 8. Stopping an attack. If any police officer or animal control officer is witness to an 
attack by an animal upon a person or another animal, the officer may take whatever 
means the officer deems appropriate to bring the attack to an end and prevent further 
injury to the victim. 

Subd. 9. Notification of new address. The owner of an animal which has been identified 
as dangerous or potentially dangerous must notify the animal control officer in writing if 
the animal is to be relocated from its current address or given or sold to another person. 
The notification must be given in writing at least 14 days prior to the relocation or transfer 
of ownership. The notification must include the current owner's name and address, the 
relocation address, and the name of the new owner, if any. 

Section 16. Dangerous Animal Requirements. 

Subd. 1. Requirements. If the City Council does not order the destruction of an animal that 
has been declared dangerous, the City Council may, as an alternative, order any or all 
of the following: 
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(1) That the owner provides and maintain a proper enclosure for the dangerous 
animal; 

(2) Post the front and the rear of the premises with clearly visible warning signs, 
including a warning symbol to inform children, that there is a dangerous 
animal on the property as specified in Minnesota Statute 347.51; 

(3) Provide and show proof annually of public liability insurance in the minimum 
amount of $300,000; 

(4) If the animal is a dog and is outside the proper enclosure, the dog must be 
muzzled and restrained by a substantial chain or leash (not to exceed six feet in 
length) and under the physical restraint of a person 16 years of age or older. 
The muzzle must be of such design as to prevent the dog from biting any 
person or animal, but will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with ifs vision or 
respiration. 

(5) If the animal is a dog, it must have an easily identifiable, standardized tag 
identifying the dog as dangerous affixed to ifs collar at all times as specified in 
Minnesota Statute 347.51; 

(6) All animals deemed dangerous by the animal control officer shall be 
registered with Morrison County within 14 days after the date the animal was so 
deemed and provide satisfactory proof thereof to the animal control officer. 

(7) If the animal is a dog, the dog must be licensed and up to date on rabies 
vaccination. If the animal is a cat or ferret, it must be up to date with rabies 
vaccination. 

Subd. 2. Seizure. Animal control shall immediately seize any dangerous animal if the 
owner does not meet each of the above requirements within 14 days after the date 
notice is sent to the owner that the animal is dangerous. Seizure may be appealed to 
district court by serving a summons and petition upon the City and filing it with the district 
court. 
 
Subd. 3. Reclaiming animals. A dangerous animal seize may be reclaimed by the 
owner of the animal upon payment of impounding and boarding fees, and presenting 
proof to animal control that each of the requirements are fulfilled. An animal not 
reclaimed under this section within 14 days may be disposed of, and the owner is liable 
to animal control for costs incurred in confining the animal. 

Subd. 4. Subsequent Offences. If an owner of an animal has subsequently violated the 
provisions with the same animal, the animal must be seized by animal control. The 
owner may request a hearing. If the owner is found to have violated the provisions for 
which the animal was seized, the animal control officer shall order the animal 
destroyed in a proper and humane manner and the owner shall pay the costs of 
confining and destroying the animal. If the person is found not to have violated the 
provisions for which the animal was seized, the owner may reclaim the animal. If the 
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animal is not yet reclaimed by the owner within 14 days after the date the owner is 
notified that the animal may be reclaimed, the animal may be disposed of and the 
owner is liable to the animal control for the costs incurred in confining, impounding and 
disposing of the animal. 

Section 17. Interference with Officers. No Person shall in any manner molest, hinder, or interfere 
with any person authorized by the City Council to capture dogs, cats or other animals and convey 
them to the pound while engaged in such operation. Nor shall any unauthorized person break 
open the pound, or attempt to take away from any agent any animal taken up by him or her in 
compliance with this Ordinance, or in any other manner to interfere with or hinder such officer in 
the discharge of his or her duties under this Ordinance. 

Section 18. Treatment. No person shall treat any animal in a cruel and inhumane manner. 

Section 19. Animals at Large. No person shall permit any animal of which he is the owner, 
caretaker, or custodian to be at large within the City. Any animal is deemed to be at large when 
it is off the premises owned or rented by the owner or his agent and not under his individual 
restraint. 

Section 20. Manner of Keeping. No person shall keep any dog, cat or other animal in the City in 
an unsanitary place or condition or in a manner resulting in objectionable odors or in such a way 
as to constitute a nuisance or disturbance by reason of barking, howling, fighting, or other noise 
or in such a way as to permit the animal to annoy, injure, or endanger any person or property. 

Section 21. Animal Housing. The City requires all animals in the City limits to have proper, safe and 
sanitary housing as stated in the following: 

Subd. 1. Clean shelters. Every structure and yard in which animals or fowl are kept shall 
be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition and free of all rodents, vermin, and 
objectionable odors. The interior walls, ceilings, floors, partitions and appurtenances of any 
such structure shall be whitewashed or painted as the health officer shall direct. Upon the 
compliant of any individual or otherwise, the health officer shall inspect such structure or yard 
and issue any such order as may be reasonably necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
section. 

Subd. 2. Manure. Manure shall be removed with sufficient frequency to avoid nuisance from 
odors or from the breeding of flies, at least once per month from October 1 to May 1 each year and once 
every two weeks at other times. Unless used for fertilizer, manure shall be removed by hauling beyond 
the City limits. If used for fertilizer, manure shall be spread upon the ground evenly and turned under at 
once or as soon as frost leaves the ground. 

 

Section 22. Violations and Penalties. 

Subd. 1. Separate Offenses. Each day a violation of this Ordinance is committed or permitted to 
continue shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable as such under this section. 

Subd. 2. Misdemeanor. Unless otherwise provided, violation of this Ordinance shall constitute 
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a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $1000.00 or imprisonment for up to 90 days. 

Subd. 3. Petty Misdemeanor. Violations of Section 3 is a petty misdemeanor and punishable 

by a fine up to $300.00. 

This Ordinance shall supersede and repeal all prior and consistent ordinances. This ordinance shall be 
effective upon passage and publication required by law. 

 
DATED: ________________                           ____________________ 

                                                                                                            CLERK 
 _______________________ 
                 MAYOR           
 


